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Welcome to Worship! 

Welcome to Worship! 
This morning, we celebrate 9th Sunday after Pentecost! The lyrics 
to the hymns are in the hymnals in the pews. We extend special 
greetings to all our guests who are with us today. Your presence, along 
with our members and friends, is truly valued. Know that all of God’s 
people are always welcome here at St. Bartholomew. 
 
Holy Communion  
Saint Bart’s celebrates the real presence of Jesus through the bread and 
wine. We invite all to come and share. At the time of communion, you 
will come up to the altar and receive communion. Pastor will come to 
you if you choose to remain in the pew.   
 
Praying People  
Everyone is invited to offer their prayer concerns during the Prayers of 
the Church.  
 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 
As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know 
the treasures of faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday 
images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a 
sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured 
pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches 
of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us 
first! 
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Announcements  
 
St Bart’s Beach Trip – August 1st 

 
Enid’s Pantry will be open Saturday, August 8th   at 10am.  
 
Spanish Service Saturday, August 8th   at 9am.  
 
Six Flags Trip -  August 11th  
 
Bible Study- resumes in September   
 
Back to School back pack collection is live! 
 
We can use any food or monetary donations to help our 
community in need.   
 
Are there any other announcements? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 4 

Bell/Prelude 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Confession & Assurance 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 
C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Compassionate God, 
C We confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and 

we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to 
you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore 
us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are 
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the 
name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are 
forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn:  ELW 533 

 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you 
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Prayer of the Day  
 
P  The Lord be with you.  
C  And also with you.  
P  Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and 

resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of 
justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, 
that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  

C  Amen 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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WORD 
A I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually 
be in my mouth (Psalm 34:1). Lord, bless the reading of your 
word. Make it come alive in our midst.  
C Amen. 
 
First Reading: Genesis 29:15-28 
 Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you 
therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages 
be?” 16 Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was 
Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes 
were weak, but Rachel was graceful and beautiful. 18 Jacob loved 
Rachel, so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your 
younger daughter Rachel.” 19 Laban said, “It is better that I give 
her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with 
me.” 20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed 
to him but a few days because of his love for her. 
  21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go 
in to her, for my time is completed.” 22 So Laban gathered 
together all the people of the place and made a feast. 23 But in 
the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob, 
and he went in to her. 24 (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his 
daughter Leah to be her maid.) 25 When morning came, it was 
Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to 
me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you 
deceived me?” 26 Laban said, “This is not done in our country—
giving the younger before the firstborn. 27 Complete the week of 
this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving 
me another seven years.” 28 Jacob did so and completed her 
week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife. 
A  Word of God, word of life.     C  Thanks be to God. 
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Responsive Reading: Psalm 119:129-136 
A Your decrees are wonderful; therefore I obey them with all 

my heart. 
C  When your word is opened it gives light; 

  it gives understanding to the simple. 
A  I open my mouth and pant because I long for your 

commandments. 
C  Turn to me and be gracious to me, as you always do to 

those who love your name.  
A  Order my footsteps in your word; let no iniquity have 

dominion over me. 
C Rescue me from those who oppress me, 

  and I will keep your commandments. 
A  Let your face shine upon your servant and teach me your 

statutes. 
C  My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not  

keep your teaching. 
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Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39 
   The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how 
to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with 
groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
We know that all things work together for good for those who 
love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those 
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a 
large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, 
and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he 
justified he also glorified. 
  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for 
us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son 
but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give 
us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s 
elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ 
who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right 
hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us 
from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution 
or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written,  
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through 
him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  
A  Word of God, word of life.  C Thanks be to God 
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P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 13th chapter.  
C  Glory to you, O Lord.     
Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 
[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom 
of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in 
his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has 
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is 
like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures 
of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 
which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field. 
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 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of 
fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and 
sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was 
thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was 
full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets 
but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The 
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 
50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 
52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become 
a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a 
household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what 
is old.” 
 
P  The Gospel of the Lord       
 
C  Praise to you O Christ. 
 
SERMON		
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Hymn of the Day: ELW 705 

 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
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IMMIGRANT’S CREED 
This creed professes the Christian faith through the experience of an immigrant. 

I believe in Almighty God, who guided the people in exile and 
in exodus, the God of Joseph in Egypt and Daniel in Babylon, 
the God of foreigners and immigrants. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, a displaced Galilean, who was born 
away from his people and his home, who fled his country with 
his parents when his life was in danger, and returning to his own 
country suffered the oppression of the tyrant Pontius Pilate, the 
servant of a foreign power, who then was persecuted, beaten, 
and finally tortured, accused and condemned to death unjustly. 
But on the third day, this scorned Jesus rose from the dead, 
not as a foreigner but to offer us citizenship in heaven. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the eternal immigrant from God’s 
kingdom among us, who speaks all languages, lives in all 
countries, and reunites all races. 

I believe that the church is the secure home for the foreigner and 
for all believers who constitute it, who speak the same language 
and have the same purpose. I believe that the communion of the 
saints begins when we accept the diversity of the saints. 

I believe in the forgiveness of sin, which makes us all equal, 
and in reconciliation, which identifies us more than does race, 
language, or nationality. 

I believe that in the resurrection God will unite us as one people 
in which all are distinct and all are alike at the same time. 
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Beyond this world, I believe in life eternal in which no one will 
be an immigrant but all will be citizens of God’s kingdom, 
which will never end. Amen. 
"The Immigrants’ Creed" is excerpted from The Book of Common Worship: 2018 Edition. © 
2018 Westminster John Knox Press. 
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PRAYERS   
Each petition ends:  
A  God of grace    C Hear our prayer 
 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us 
pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy 
committees, those preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as 
deacons or pastors, and all who seek to lead your disciples in 
any way. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of 
your presence among us. Protect and support diverse 
ecosystems, from national parks to family farms, from ranches 
to wild places. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their 
peoples’ stories with compassion and curiosity, and remind us of 
your love from which we can never be separated. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to 
care and recognition of all who live with chronic illness, 
mobility struggles, pain, and uncertainty. (We pray especially 
for Robert & Mary Ellen Bartholomew, Benny, Shirley, Ken 
Greene,Nick, Bob, Justin, Billy, Rosemary, Rich, Heather, and 
Gail. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all 
else that distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our partner churches: Abiding Presence and Prince 
of Peace; we pray for our Bishop Christa Compton. We also 
pray for the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, 
those absent from worship, those celebrating birthdays 
especially Kristen Arcos; and for those celebrating 
anniversaries; also for the people of God in this place and for 
other needs in our community. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
At this time, you may offer up prayers for loved ones, 
thanksgivings to God, or any other intercessions silently or 
aloud... (Pause) God of grace, hear our prayer 
 
God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in 
the ongoing gift of creation, and for the riches of faith and hope 
which came before, we give you thanks. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
(PASTOR) Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in 
your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the 
abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
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THE OFFERING 
 
Online offering: https://www.stbartlutheran.net/donate 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding 
with us now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING    
 
P        The Lord be with you 
C       And also with you.  

  
 
  

P       Lift up your hearts. 
C.     We lift them to the Lord.  
P.      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C.      It is right to give thanks and praise.  
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PREFACE 
P It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
From sunrise to sunset this day is holy, 
for Christ has risen from the tomb and scattered the 
darkness of death with light that will not fade. 
This day the risen Lord walks with your gathered people, 
unfolds for us your word, and makes himself known in the 
breaking of the bread. 
And though the night will overtake this day 
you summon us to live in endless light, 
the never-ceasing sabbath of the Lord. 
And so with choirs of angels, with all the heavenly host, 
we proclaim your glory and join their unending song of 
praise:  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P  Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. 

You rescued your covenant people, led them on all their 
journeys, and taught them by the prophets. You so loved 
the world that you gave your only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 
eternal life. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for  
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this 
community of faith and with your people throughout the world. 
  
Glory and praise to you, O God, Author of life, Word made 

flesh, Power of the Most High, now and forever.                
 
C  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer  
 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 

taught us. 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil –  
for thine is kingdom, the power, and the glory, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation  
P  Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 
 
Distribution  
 
Blessing 
 P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace 
C  Amen.  
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Post Communion Blessing 
P Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share 
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in 
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and 
forever. 

C  Amen 
 
 
 

+Sending+ 
Benediction  
 
P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
 
C Amen. 
 
 
Sending Hymn    ACS # 942 
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Dismissal.   
A  Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C Thanks be to God. 
Postlude  


