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At a person’s death, the church shares the grief of those who mourn and remembers the brevity
of life on earth. At the funeral we give voice to sorrow, thank God for our loved one, and entrust
this companion of ours into the hands of God. Trusting in God’s promise in baptism that we are
claimed by Christ forever, we rest in the sure hope of the resurrection. When the church gathers
to mark the end of life, Christ crucified and risen is the witness of worship, the strength of mutual
consolation, and the hope of healing.

Procession Hymn: ELW 422 “For All the Saints”

For All the Saints
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Gathering

The Holy Spirit, the comforter, gathers us in worship.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly

P  Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We
are gathered to worship,
to proclaim Christ crucified and risen,
to remember before God our sister Elizabeth to give thanks
for her life,
to commend her to our merciful redeemer, and to comfort
one another in our grief.

Thanksgiving for Baptism

P All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
In her baptism, Beth was clothed with Christ.
In the day of Christ’s coming, she shall be clothed with glory.

The presiding minister leads acclamation and sprinkles the casket of Elizabeth’s
bodily remains with water from the font as a sign of baptism.

P  Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us
from the dust of the earth, who by your breath gave us life, we
glorify you.

C We glorify you.

P Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered
death for all humanity, who rose from the grave to open the way
to eternal life, we praise you.

C We praise you.



P Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all
who sorrow, our sure confidence and everlasting hope, we
worship you.

C We worship you.
P To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and

S
g

C Amen.




Greeting

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day

The presiding minister prays the prayer of the day.

P

C

Let us pray.

O God of grace and glory,

we remember before you today our sister Beth.

We thank you for giving her to us to know and

to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth.

In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn.
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up
in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ,

so that we may live in confidence and hope until,

by your call, we are gathered to our heavenly home
in the company of all your saints;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.



Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Revelation 7:13-17

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these,
robed in white, and where have they come from?” 1 said to
him, ““Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he said to me,
“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb.

5For this reason they are before the throne of God
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16 They will hunger no more and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat,
17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

The reading concludes:
P  Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



Responsive Psalm: Psalm 23
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The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures.

He leads me beside still waters.

He restores my soul.

He leads me in paths of righteousness

for his name’s sake.

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death,

I will fear no evil, for you are with me;

your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.



Second Reading Romans 8:31-39

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us,
who is against us? ** He who did not withhold his own Son but
gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us
everything else? >3 Who will bring any charge against God’s
elect? It is God who justifies. ** Who is to condemn? It is
Christ!® who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the
right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or
distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword?
36 As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through
him who loved us. *® For I am convinced that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, > nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

The reading concludes:
P  Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation

The assembly stand to welcome the gospel.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel John 14:1-6

The gospel is announced.

P  The Holy Gospel according to John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also
in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If
it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place
for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you
may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am
going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you
are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.”
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The gospel concludes:

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

Sermon

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
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Hymn of the Day My Hope is Built on Nothing Less ELW 597

My Hope s Built on Nothing Less

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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Peace

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen
Christ.

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.

Creed

The Apostles’ Creed is spoken.

P  With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.

P Ibelieve in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

C Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
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Let us pray.

Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen
people together into one communion of saints in the body
of Christ. Give to your whole church in heaven and on
earth your light and your peace. God of mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death
and resurrection may die to sin and rise to share the new
life in Christ. God of mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give courage and faith to all who mourn,

and a sure and certain hope in your loving care,

that, casting all their sorrow on you, they may have strength
for the days ahead. God of mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk
as yet by faith, that, where this world groans in grief and
pain, your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your
light and life. God of mercy,

hear our prayer.

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand,

to believe and trust in the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting.
God of mercy,

hear our prayer.

14



The presiding minister concludes the prayers.

P God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death
our Savior Jesus Christ destroyed the power of death and by his
resurrection, he opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that
neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, will
be able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C Amen.

Meal

God gives us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Great Thanksgiving

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C Welift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C [Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
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It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and 1n all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
who rose from the dead, and in whom our hope of resurrection

dawns.

The sting of death has been removed by the glorious promise of
his risen life. And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have
brought us this far along the way.

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into
the path of love and light.

In every age you sent prophets

to make known your loving will for all humanity.

The cry of the poor has become your own cry;

our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant

to preach good news to the afflicted,

to break bread with the outcast and despised,

and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen

C Amen.

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup

with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the
world.

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen

C Amen.

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of
every age, that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
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The great thanksgiving concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil — for
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, now and
forever. Amen

Communion

The bread is broken for the communion. The presiding minister addresses the

assembly.

P  Taste and see that the Lord is good.

The assembly is seated.

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that Jesus Christ, the incarnate Word of God, is truly
present at the Lord’s Supper, and that in this meal of the baptized children of God, our Lord
gives forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation.

You are invited to receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ by eating the bread and
drinking from the cup of wine. Grape juice is offered also. Children are communed or blessed,

according to the practice of one’s church or home congregation.

If you are physically unable to come forward, you may notify one of the ushers of your desire to
receive.

If you desire to participate but cannot receive one or both of the elements, you are invited to
come forward with arms folded to hear Jesus’ words of promise.

We celebrate this holy communion in the confidence that Christ is here, truly present for all.

We sing.
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Communion Hymns: With One Voice 770 —Borning Cry; ELW 574 — Here I Am Lord

Borning Cry
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Text: John C. Yivisaker. b 1937
Music: WATERLIFE, John C. Yivisaker
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P  Letus pray.

Here I Am, Lord
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2 "I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my peo -ple’s pain.

3 YL the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
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God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your
people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we
may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
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Sending Song: Lift High the Cross ELW 660

Lift High the Cross
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Text: George W, Kitchin, 1827-1912: rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874—-1956

Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music @ 1974 Hope Publishing Company. Carol Stream, 1L 60188 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Internment will follow in Greenwood Cemetery,

1800 Hamilton Avenue, Hamilton, NJ.
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Internment

WORDS OF ADORATION

Anyone who would like to share a story is welcomed to do so

now.

Commendation

The ministers take their place at the place of Elizabeth’s bodily remains. The
minister leads the commendation.

P

C

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil — for thine is the kingdom, the power, and
the glory, now and forever. Amen

Any members of Beth’s family who wish to take part in the
commendation, please come up now.

Let us commend Elizabeth “Beth” P. Peroni to the mercy of
God our maker and redeemer.

Silence is kept.

The minister places a hand stretched out toward Beth’s bodily remains during this
prayer.
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P  Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your
servant Elizabeth. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you,
a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a
sinner of your own redeeming.
Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed
rest of everlasting peace,
and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen.

D: Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace

Committal

In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life
through our Lord Jesus Christ, we commit Beth to her resting
place; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.

The Lord bless her and keep her.

The Lord’s face shine on her with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon her with favor and + give her peace.
Rest eternal grant her, O Lord;

and light perpetually shine upon her.

Merciful God, you heal the broken in heart and bind up the
wounds of the afflicted. Strengthen us in our weakness,

calm our troubled spirits, and dispel our doubts and fears.

In Christ’s rising from the dead, You conquered death and
opened the gates to everlasting life. Renew our trust in you that
by the power of your love we shall one day be brought together
again with Beth, as she is now reunited with those who have
gone before us.

Grant this, we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.
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P Almighty God, Father + Son and Holy Spirit, bless you
now and forever.
C Amen.

This concludes our service. Let us go in peace.
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